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First Europeans were Sub-Saharan Africans

Clyce Winters, Profassor
Lnman dan Fodi [Rstitute

Bushby &t al [1] argue that we cannot determine the date and gecgraphical grigin
lor flblb2-M269, because the microsatelite cholce of STR-based time estimates
l#l5 2 provide a conclusive date for the dispersal angd origln of this haplogroup.
This finding makes dating of the origination of R-M269 and Its gesgraphical origin
and dispersal in Eyrope controversial bacause we cannat fwily Wust the
coalescence ime estimates betweaen lineages.

{t is the opinion of Bushoy et alf 1] that Y-5TR sets cannat adequately provide
lime eslimates far R-M269, pointing toward a Pateclithic or Meolthic orgin for the
spread of this y-chromosome a5 proposed by other authors 121, Although we
have 10 wait until we fing gnckent R-M269 DNA In Europe, b determing when the
THRCA of R-M269 "amived” in Eurdpe, we may be able to identify where the maie
linesge A-MIET ariginated.

Presently, the anclent DhA samples from the LBE are net R-MZ6%, Using anclent
DMA, Haak at al [2-4] makes (€ clear that during the Linear Pottery Cuolture
{LBK), the predominabe Western Furasian haphogroup was 8,

1T 15 interesting that conlinuity exists betwaen the Aurignancian peopie who
carmed haglogroup N and the first European farmers who appear 35ky later [5].
The archaeclogical evidence indicates that the LAK agricultural system was not
sustained [6]

Bushby et al [L] supports a Paleolithis arigin for R-M269, even though they admit
that the R-M269 population may have replaced an eardler non-R -M2E9 dineage
during the Meolithic. There s archagslogical evidence supporting the replacement
of much of Europe's prehistanc population. Shennan [5]1 and Shennan and
Edinborough [6] note a sharp decline in the prehistoric European population Phya
o manilestly fow pogulation lévels for almost a millennium [& ]. Males possessing
R-MZE2 may represent this new population,

This replacement population that carried R-M269 were probably from Sub-
Seharsn Africa. Trenton W, Heliiday [7] reported many Sab-Saharan Africans had
dispersed into the Levant frem Africa arcund 4000-23008C. Holliday aiso found
African (auna in the arss [7).

These Sub-Saharan Africans moved Into Eurasian, Srace et al [B] found that 1he
craniofacial feateres of these gary European farmers ploHed with Sub-Saharan
groups. This was not a new finding because many skeletons of Sub-Saharan
Africans have been found al Eurdpean siles.

There were a number of Sub-Saharan skeletons recovered from European
farming sites (8], Boule and Vallois [9} note, "Twe Neolithic individyals fram
Chamblandes in Switzeriand dré Negrold not only as regards their skulls bat alsg
in the propoftions of their limbs. Severat Ligurian and Lombard tombs of the
Metal Ages have also yielded evidences of a Negroid element. Since the
publicetion of Verreau's memair, discoveries of other Magrodd skeletons in
Mealithic levels in Hiyria and the Balkans have been announced. The prehistorc
statues, dating Mrem the Copper Age, from Sultan Sebe In Bulgaria are also
thought to portray Megroids. In 1928 Rene Bailly found in ore of the caverns of
tlaniat, negr Cinant in Belgivm,a uman skeletan of whose age it s difficult to be

certain, but seems “definitely prehistoric” (9.

Haplogroup #1-M269 was probably introduced Inlo Eurasis by Niger-Congo
speaking Sub-5aharan Africans after 5.5-Gkya. The Niger-Congo population
priginated in the Saharan Highlands. They belonged te the Cunanian culture.
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Haplogrowp R-26% |5 8 descendant of A-Mi72.The phylogeography of R-Mi73 Y-

chromaosome amang Niger-Congo speakars wary[ 22]. Y-Chromosome VB
(A1ixla) has ils highest frequency amang Chadic speakers, while the carrers af
VA among Miger-Conga speakers {predominately Bantu people) range between
2-66% [12-13]. Haplogroup V88 includes the mutations M18, V35 and V7,
Cruclani et al [12] revealed that R-V8H 45 also carried by Eurasians including the
distinctivve mutations M18, Vis and Y7,

R1b1-P25 Is faund 4n Western Eurasia. Haplogrmoup RLb1® |2 found in Africa at
various frequencies, Berniel)-Lee et al [13] found in their study thaet 5.2% camied
RE1". The fraquency of R1b1® amang the Bantu renged from 2-20. The bearers
of R161* among the Pyomy populaticns ranged from 1-25% [13]. The frequency
of Aibl among Guinea-Bissau populstions was 12% [14].

Araund 2.1 of Suf Saharan Africans cerry R1b1b2. Woed et al [15] found that
Kholsan (2.2%) and Miger-Congn (0.4%) speakess carred the R-M269 Y-
chromaseme. The Miger-Congo speakers formed a significant papulation in the
nomes of tpper Egypt, where the founders of the 18th dynasty originated.

The Wiger-Conge speakers spresd from the Sanaran Highlands across the Sanara
Inta Morth Africa. They remained (n these areas untll the Sabara became more
arid after 4000 BC. After 40008C through demic diffusion the Miger-Conga
speakers of Kushites began to expand into Eurasia.

The PFroto-Higar-Congo speakers were called Kushites, The Kushites belenged to
the C-group pesple of Nubla, They introduced R to Eurasla {11].These Kusnirtes
foepnded the Sumerian and Elarmite civilizatiens {11],

Many of the African populaticns Lhat carmy R1® M172 are associated with the
Kushite people of Nubla [11] . As a result we find many Euraslan ethnonyms of
Anatolia and Mesopotamia that indicate a Kushite presence Inclyding the Ksaka
tribe [15] ; and Kings of Kish/Kush [11] .

The craniomertc evidence for the 4-5kya period Indicates that many
Hesopatamians were Sub-Saharan Africans [17-18] , The craniometrics for {he
Anatolizns correspond to Niger Congo and Herma {Kughite) pepulations [19-20].

The Wiger-Congd Speakers alsa settled in Europe. Here the Riger Congo speakers
left place names. Campbell [21 ] believes Afro-Asiatic and Indo Eurapean
speakers Tollgwed the Miger-Congo population. DF Campbeil [ 21 ) provides a
derailed account of the infuence of the Miger-Congo Super family of languages
and the lndo-Eurcgean (1-E) group of languages .

In conclusion, Bushby et al [1), has speculated that a new population introduced
R-M29 males into Eurcpe, dissimilar to the prigingl hunter patherar and farming
populations. This view 15 supported by the archagolggical evidence, which
indicates 8 collapse in agricullure in Europe Skya and possible replacermeént of the
earller population [6-7].

This new population was probably Niger-Congo speakers. The Higer-Congo
speakers left place names and represent & substratum language in many 1-E
languages[24]. The Niger-Congo Speakers probably introduced R-M2ZE69 which
flourished In Eurasial 11,21], while other hapiogroups descending from R-M172
ran into a bottlenecs.
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