
Mixe/Zoque Theory Doubtful

• Con
• Thomas Lee: Popoluca

, Mixe, Zoque disrupt 
old lang pattern--are 
powerful invanders

• Very few cognates
• No such thing as a 

Pre-Proto language
• Non-Mixe term Write

• Pro
• Mixe-Zoque live in 

Tuxtla Mountain area
• Few alleged Mixe-

Zoque loans
• Olmec a form of Pre-

Proto Mixe-Zoque
language



Mixe -Zoquean                                Mayan

*koya                     tomato                s-ko:ya

*pomV              copal (insense)        pom

*cimah             dipper gourd             cima

poh                   moon                       *poya ?

may          ‘twenty’               may 'to count'



F i g u r e  9 :  M a l i n k e - B a m b a r a  l o a n s  i n  M i x e

C a h p           h e a v e n          s a

c i              s q u a c h            s i

s u             n i g h t               s u

c o : n        t o  l e a v e             t a ,  t y o

i t             p l a c e                 t a

K a h p      s m a l l  t o w n          k a ,  s u f f i x  j o i n e d  t o  t h e  n a m e  o f  a  l o c a l i t y

k a m       p l a n t i n g  f i e l d        g a ,  g b a ,  k a

k o / k u       h e a d                   k u ( n )

k o h         t o  p l a n t ,  b u i ld      k o   ‘ t o  c r e a t e ’

k o : n g      k i n g ,  l o r d            k o  ‘ p e r s o n  d e s e r v i n g  r e s p e c t ’

k o y a      t o m a t o                 k o y a

k o k      m a i z e  f l o w e r          k a

k a t s   b l a c k  m a i z e               k a

k u s h i    c a l e n d a r  p r i e s t      j o s e  ‘ p r i e s t  o f  a  c u l t ’

m a y  ‘ t o  d i v i n e ’                 m a  ‘ h a p p y  i s s u e ;  t o  u n d e r s t a n d ’



k o y a      t o m a t o                 k o y a

k o k      m a i z e  f lo w e r          k a

k a t s   b l a c k  m a i z e               k a

k u s h i    c a le n d a r  p r i e s t      j o s e  ‘ p r i e s t  o f  a  c u l t ’

m a y  ‘ t o  d i v in e ’                 m a  ‘h a p p y  i s s u e ;  t o  u n d e r s t a n d ’

n i :p    t o  p l a n t                     m g b a

p o :b    w h i t e                        b o ,  p o  ( s u p e r la t i v e  o f  w h i t e )

p o h ,p o ’       w i n d                 f o  ‘ a r id  a i r ’

p u r a p       c u l t i v a t i n g  t o o l    f a a lo  ,  f a a r o  ‘ h o e ’

s h i   d a y , s u n                        s i - s o r o

s h o :s h        s n a k e                s a

t u k            h o u s e               t u ,  d u

t u n           h i l l                    t u  ‘ h e a p ,  r a i s i n g  g r o u n d ’

u k            d o g                    w u lu
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